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Transcrição
Hey, this is Ana Luiza with a new episode of Inglesonline podcast. To see the transcript and 
download the audio for this and other episodes, go to ingleonline.com.br and click on "Podcasts". 

The word tip, t-i-p, can mean lots of different things. A common meaning is an amount of money 
that you give someone as a gratuity. So when you go to a restaurant you usually tip the waiter, 
when you leave your hotel room you may tip the cleaning staff, you may tip the person that filled 
your tank with gas at the gas station and so on.

And, if you have been reading Inglês Online for a while, that means you've been reading lots of 
English tips. A tip is a useful piece of information, that will help you better understand something or 
help you figure something out that you weren't able to figure out before. So Inglês Online is a blog 
with English tips.

And on that note, since we're talking about tips as useful pieces of information... Here's a very cool 
expression with tip: tip someone off.

Let me give you an example: let's say there's someone in your neighborhood who has been 
stealing cars. And up to this moment, no one has been able to catch this person in the act. And, 
what's more, no one has any information on the thief whatsoever, no one knows who he or she is. 

So what happens is, a woman calls the local police station and she tells the police she knows who 
the thief is. She tells them where he is going to be this afternoon around two o'clock. And then, it's 
over, and the cops arrest him as a suspect, and then it's just a matter of time until they're able to 
find evidence that this guys is, in fact, responsible for stealing the cars. 

So what happened in this story is that the woman tipped off the police. She tipped off the police 
about where the thief was going to be later that day. In other words, she tipped off the police on the 
thief's whereabouts. So, who tipped off the police? A woman. A woman called them and tipped 
them off. A police officer could say, A woman called the station and tipped us off.

Here's another example: my friend tipped me off to a great little restaurant in my neighborhood. It 
has great food, it's not expensive but not many people know about it. Here, I could have said My 
friend told me about this restaurant. But I'm using She tipped me off to this restaurant to 
communicate that this is kind of, you know, a valuable piece of information, something not many 
people know about, not everyone has access to this information, it's a special tip. So my friend 
tipped me off about this place or she tipped me off to this place.

Tip someone off can also be used when a thing... not necessarily a person, but a thing, something 
lets you know that something else is going on. You could ask a pregnant woman What tipped you 
off that you were pregnant? What made you realize that you were pregnant? What tipped you off?

For example, let's say I run into a friend and see that he has a new haircut, and I tell him, I see you 
have already started your new job! And he says, Yes, I have. What tipped you off? And I say, Well,  
your new haircut! You told me you were going to get a haircut right before you started. So my 
friend hasn't told me anything about starting his new job, but he did tell me that he was going to get 
a new haircut right before he started, so... his new haircut tipped me off.

And for this particular use of tipped me off, or tipped someone off... There's another expression 
that can be used with the same meaning: his new haircut gave it away, which is the same as his 
new haircut tipped me off. His new haircut gave away that he had already started his new job. His 
new haircut gave it away. The moment I saw his new haircut, I knew he had started his new job. 
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His haircut gave it away. So when I told my friend that he had started his new job, he could have 
said: Yes, I have. What gave it away? or What tipped you off?

Another example is, you see your brother and you tell him, Hey I told you not to eat my banana 
bread! And your brother is very surprised, I mean, how can you tell that he ate the banana bread? 
What tipped you off? What gave it away? Well, the breadcrumbs all over his shirt tipped you off. 
The breadcrumbs gave it away.

Alright, that's it for today and keep an eye out for the next installment of this pocast where I'll talk 
about a few other expressions with the word TIP. See you next time.

Key expressions
• tip (someone) off 
• Who tipped you off? 
• What tipped you off? 
• give it away 
• What gave it away? 

Glossário
gratuity = gorjeta ou gratificação

the cleaning staff = pessoas responsáveis pela limpeza (camareiras, faxineiras, etc)

up to this moment = até esse momento

catch this person in the act = pegar essa pessoa no flagra

the thief's whereabouts = o paradeiro do ladrão, onde ele está

breadcrumbs = migalhas de pão

keep an eye out for = fique de olho para
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